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Abbey  Way  Health  Clinic, 
Cirencester. 

July,  1957 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  East  Gloucestershire 
United  Districts  for  the  year  1956,  as  required  under  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations  1935,  and 
as  directed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  19/56  of 
the  11th  December,  1956. 

The  population  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
mid-year  estimate  has  decreased,  being  43,100,  compared 
with  44,530  last  year.  This  decrease  occurred  in  all  areas 
except  Northleach  Rural  District  which  showed  an  increase 
of  10. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  has  increased 
in  Cirencester  Rural  and  Northleach  Rural  districts  but  has 
decreased  in  both  Cirencester  Urban  and  Tetbury  Rural 
districts. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  total  population  was 
16.0  compared  with  16.19  in  1955.  The  corresponding  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1956  was  15.6.  There  were  690 
live  births  compared  with  721  in  1955,  the  corresponding 
still  birth  figures  being  17  and  15  respectively.  The  still 
birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  was  24  compared 
with  23  for  England  and  Wales.  The  percentage  of  illegi- 
timate births  was  6.0  compared  with  4.9  in  1955. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  was 
15.9  compared  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  which  was  23.8. 

One  woman  died  in  consequence  of  childbirth.  This  is 
fortunately  a rare  occurrence,  the  last  recorded  death  in 
the  area  being  in  1949. 

The  total  registered  deaths,  505,  compared  with  485  for 
1955.  The  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  heart  disease 
were  152  and  65  of  these  were  due  to  coronary  disease. 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  caused  90  deaths 
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and  70  deaths  were  due  to  malignant  disease,  of  which  9 
were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  all  these  latter  being  male. 
There  were  11  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  1955. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  death  76%  had  survived 
to  over  65  years  of  age  and  52%  had  survived  to  over  75 
years  of  age.  This  gives  some  indication  of  housing  needs, 
a problem  which  is  being  tackled  by  local  authorities  at 
the  present  time. 

There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  which  were  315  compared  with  1217  for 
the  previous  year.  Measles  and  chicken  pox  were  the  most 
prevalent  during  the  year,  154  cases  of  measles  and  73  of 
chicken  pox  being  notified.  There  were  40  notifications 
of  acute  pneumonia.  No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified. 

There  were  18  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified,  of  which 
15  were  pulmonary  and  during  the  year  there  were  5 deaths. 
The  following  table  shows  the  decline  in  incidence  of  this 
disease  since  1950: — 


New  notifications 


1956 

Respiratory 

...  15 

Non  respiratory 

3 

Deaths 

5 

1955 

...  26 

5 

7 

1954 

...  23 

9 

5 

1953 

...  27 

10 

8 

1952 

...  32 

5 

6 

1951 

...  33 

9 

7 

1950 

...  36 

9 

13 

The  figure  for  1956  shows  a substantial  drop  in  noti- 
fications over  the  previous  years  and  this  is  very  encouraging. 
However,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Unit  only  paid  two  brief  visits  by  special  arrangement 
during  the  year,  one  of  which  was  to  a school  and  the  other 
to  a Service  Unit.  No  cases  were  notified  as  a result  of  these 
visits.  The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  has  fallen 
even  more  rapidly  over  the  last  10  years  and  one  can  say 
now  that  with  modern  treatment  methods  in  early  cases, 
a cure  is  virtually  guaranteed  and  much  less  time  is  taken 
to  achieve  this.  There  are  three  stumbling  blocks  to  the 
final  elimination  of  tuberculosis.  Firstly,  the  failure  of  the 
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public  to  seek  early  diagnosis  and  to  take  full  advantage 
of  Mass  Radiography  when  available.  Secondly,  the  problem 
of  the  chronic  infectious  case  who  is  free  to  infect  others, 
who  may  have  to  take  a job  which  is  unsuitable  both  for 
himself  and  because  of  the  risk  to  others  and  yet  does  not 
get  enough  financial  help  to  enable  him  to  be  suitably 
employed.  Thirdly,  the  limitation  of  contact  examination 
due  to  incomplete  information  and  a natural  desire  of  the 
patient  to  avoid  blame  for  infecting  others.  The  realisation 
that  early  diagnosis  means  complete  and  early  cure  should 
encourage  the  public  to  seek  early  diagnosis.  The  problem 
of  the  chronic  infectious  case  will  have  to  be  tackled  sooner 
or  later  on  a national  basis. 

There  was  one  notification  of  food  poisoning  during  the 
year.  The  illness  occurred  when  the  patient  was  travelling 
back  after  spending  some  days  in  another  area  so  the  source 
of  infection  could  not  have  been  local.  Full  investigation 
failed  to  reveal  either  the  source  or  the  causal  agent. 

During  the  year  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  and  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  1955-56,  came  into  force.  This  repre- 
sents a considerable  advance  and  goes  a long  way  towards 
bringing  legislation  into  line  with  modern  acceptable  stan- 
dards. The  Regulations  seek  to  promote  good  hygienic 
conditions  for  food  handling  and  it  is  up  to  the  individual 
food  handler  to  maintain  the  highest  standards  in  practice.  vJ 
The  consuming  public  should  enhance  the  value  of  legislation  Q 
by  demanding  clean  food.  Much  work  was  done  during  the  ed 

year  in  inspecting  premises  and  advising  on  requirements  Z 

necessary  to  comply  with  the  regulations.  An  abstract  of 
the  Regulations  was  given  to  all  engaged  in  handling  food 
and  the  Handbook  on  Food  Hygiene  was  reissued.  Most 
important  however  was  the  personal  contact  and  discussion 
of  the  regulations  between  the  proprietors  of  food  premises 
and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  it  is  encouraging  to 
note  the  interest  shown  by  the  majority  of  proprietors  in 
attaining  satisfactory  conditions.  Every  opportunity  was 
also  taken  to  keep  the  public  informed  about  clean  food 
by  talks,  the  display  of  posters  and  distribution  of  leaflets.  H 

Concerning  housing,  water  supplies,  sewerage,  etc.,  ^ 
progress  is  detailed  in  the  reports  under  individual  districts. 
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In  spite  of  the  financial  restrictions  considerable  progress 
was  made  in  providing  water  supplies.  In  many  cases 
original  schemes  had  to  be  modified  or  divided  into  parts 
to  obtain  approval  and  the  Councils  must  take  credit  for 
their  foresight  and  persistence  in  spite  of  all  difficulties. 
Sewerage  schemes  were  less  fortunate  and  the  Ministry 
failed  to  give  consent  to  any  of  the  proposed  schemes.  One 
wonders  if  this  is  a sound  policy  in  an  area  where  most  of 
the  water  is  taken  out  of  the  ground  and  where  fissures  in 
the  underlying  strata  may  lead  to  pollution  from  sewerage. 
Lack  of  proper  sewerage  facilities  is  also  delaying  both  new 
building  and  the  modernisation  of  old  buildings. 

During  the  year  Councils  were  concerned  with  slum 
clearance  and  in  the  Urban  area  5 small  clearance  areas 
were  represented  to  the  Council.  In  the  Rural  Districts 
the  problem  is  more  one  of  individual  unfit  houses. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  more  important 
still  the  proportion  protected  under  1 year  of  age  was  very 
much  higher.  These  figures  are  very  encouraging. 

A start  was  made  on  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
during  the  year.  Children  born  in  the  years  1947-1954  in- 
clusive were  registered  but  as  the  amount  of  vaccine  was 
very  limited,  only  approximately  10%  of  those  registered 
were  vaccinated  during  1956. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Councils  and  Committees  for  their  interest 
and  enthusiasm  in  health  matters.  In  addition,  my  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Departments  for  loyally  and  efficiently  carrying 
out  their  duties.  They  are  responsible  for  much  of  the  detailed 
work  of  the  various  reports.  I also  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  the  Clerks  and  other  officials  for  their  valuable 
help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  KNOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Cirencester  Urban  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  A.  Furniss,  Cert. S. LB.,  M.S.I.A.,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Housing  Surveyor. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Webb,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (acres)  ... 

Population  (1951  census) 

Population  (Registrar  General,  1956) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956) 
Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1956  ... 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate  1956/57  ... 


5,844 

11,190 

11,760 

2,985 

3,427 

£170,371 

£646 


RAINFALL 

During  the  year  the  total  rainfall  was  29.99  inches  at  the 
Baunton  Waterworks,  compared  with  an  average  during  the 
previous  three  years  of  30.09  inches. 

The  total  number  of  raindays  was  174  and  on  115  days 
rainfall  of  0.04  inches  or  more  was  recorded. 

The  highest  rainfall  on  any  day  was  1.74  inches  which 
fell  on  July  18th. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Births : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

91 

96 

187 

Legitimate 

86 

89 

175 

Illegitimate 

^ 5 

7 

12 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Comparable  birth  rate  {comparability  factor  1.03) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  {England  & Wales) 

Still  Births:  M.  F.  ' 

Total  4 3 

Legitimate  4 3 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  {England  & 

Wales 


> i 
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DEATHS 


Total 


M. 

91 


F. 

106 


15.9 

16.3 

15.6 

Total 

7 

7 

0.59 

36.0 

23.0 


Total 

197 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population  16.7 

Comparable  death  rate  {comparability  factor  0.51)  8.5 

Death  rate  per  XftOO  {England  & Wales)  11.7 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth : Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: 


Total 

Legitimate 


M. 

2 

2 


F. 

1 

1 


F. 

1 

1 


Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

M. 

Total  ) 2 

Legitimate  2 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  {England  and 

Wales) 

Average  age  of  death  due  to  natural  causes  74.51  years. 


Total 

3 

3 

Total 

3 

3 

16.0 

,23.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1956 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

3 



3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

— 

1 

1 

plasms 

10 

8 

18 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

8 

16 

24 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

10 

12 

22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

4 

5 

Other  heart  disease  

7 

16 

23 

Other  circulatory  disease  

4 

3 

7 

Influenza 

7 

14 

21 

Pneumonia 

7 

6 

13 

Bronchitis  

6 

— 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

12 

16 

28 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

3 

1 

4 

All  other  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  ... 

1 

2 

3 

TOTALS  ... 

91 

106 

197 

DEATHS  IN  AGE 

GROUPS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 year  

2 

1 

3 

1 — 4 years  

— 

. — 

— 

5—14  „ 

— 

— 

— 

15-24  „ 

1 

— 

1 

25—34  „ 



1 

1 

35—44  „ 

2 

1 

3 

45—54  „ 

9 

6 

15 

55—64'  „ 

16 

6 

22 

65 — 74  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

19 

24 

43 

75—84  „ 

27 

33 

60 

85—94  „ ...  ...  

14 

29 

43 

95—104  „ 

1 

5 

6 

TOTALS 

91 

106 

197 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

Total 

notifications 

Admitted  to 
hospital 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

Whooping  cough 

14 

— 

Measles 

16 

— 

Pneumonia 

15 

3 

Chicken  Pox  

16 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

5 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

— - 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

— - 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  new  cases: 

Respiratory 

Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F. 

Total 

4 1 5 

— — 

— 

Deaths: 

Respiratory 

Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F. 

Total 

3-3 

— — 

— 

Of  the  5 new  cases,  4 were 

treated  in  hospital 

and  1 at 

home.  In  addition  to  the  new 

cases  there  were  2 transfers 

from  other  areas. 

No.  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year: 

Respiratory 

Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F. 

Total 

37  29  66 

4 4 

8 

One  tuberculous  patient  was  re-housed  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Following  are  the  number  of  children  who  completed  a 
full  course  of  injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria 
during  1956: — 

Under  1 yr.  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs.  Total 
110  (74)  16  (10)  34  (25)  8 (5)  168  (114) 
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The  figures  in  brackets  (included  in  totals)  indicate  com- 
bined protection  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

Also  during  the  year  159  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


Following  are  the  number  who  were  vaccinated  during 


1956:— 

Under 

15  yrs. 

1 yr. 

1 yr. 

2-4  yrs. 

5-14  yrs. 

&over 

Total 

Vaccinated  ...  97 

4 

7 

8 

20 

136 

Revaccinated  ...  — 

— 

2 

4 

32 

38 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under 
this  Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water  Supply 

The  supply  of  water  from  the  Council’s  Baunton  Water- 
works continued  throughout  the  year  to  be  entirely  satis- 
factory, both  for  quality  and  quantity,  and  each  of  the  four 
samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  indicated 
the  continuance  of  an  exceptionally  high  standard  of  purity. 

During  the  year  the  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  in 
the  Council’s  area  of  supply  was  198,586,000  gallons. 

The  total  quantity  supplied  under  bulk  agreements  was 
48,329,000  gallons  covering  supplies  to  the  Cirencester  Rural 
District  Council  for  South  Cerney  R.A.F.  Station,  Preston, 
Flarnhill  and  Driffield,  Siddington,  Baunton,  Daglingworth 
village  and  the  Ministry  of  Works  for  the  Daglingworth 
Camp. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  of  extension  to  the  Works 
was  completed  and  officially  opened  on  the  30th  October. 
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The  scheme  included  a new  service  reservoir  of  J million 
gallons  capacity,  making  a total  storage  capacity  of  f million 
gallons,  a new  15-inch  rising  main  from  the  works  to  the 
reservoir,  new  pumps,  electrical  gear  and  panel,  and  a new 
Chlorinator. 

A sample  of  water  was  taken  from  a shallow  well  in  the 
town  serving  three  houses  and  the  Analyst’s  report  showed 
that  the  water  was  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
The  owners  concerned  were  called  upon  to  provide  a proper 
supply  of  water  from  the  'town’s  main  and  this  was  carried 
out. 

14  houses  in  one  road  were  found  to  be  without  adequate 
supply  of  water  and  after  contacting  the  three  owners,  it 
was  eventually  agreed  to  provide  a proper  supply  of  water 
to  the  14  houses  and  this  was  carried  out  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  all,  a total  of  17  houses  were  provided  with  an 
adequate  supply  of  water.  , 


Swimming  Baths 

The  swimming  season  at  the  open  air  baths  was  from  the 
beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of  September.  Despite  the 
poor  summer  weather,  attendances  were  well  maintained. 

During  the  year  a new  boiler  with  automatic  stoking, 
together  with  a new  boiler  house  and  fuel  store  were  brought 
into  use,  and  the  temperature  of  the  baths’  water  was  main- 
tained throughout  the  season  at  not  less  than  70  degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

No  extensions  to  sewers  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  no  particular  difficulties  were  experienced  at  the  Disposal 
Works.  Samples  of  the  final  effluent  were  at  no  time  un- 
favourably commented  on  by  the  Thames  Conservancy. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collection  of  house  refuse  continued  on  a weekly  basis. 
Disposal  was  by  controlled  tipping,  some  3,536  tons  being 
dealt  with  during  the  year. 


10 


Salvage  . 

The  weight  of  salvaged  material  sold  during  the  year 
amounted  to  272  tons  made  up  of:—  ^ 

' ' ' Paper  (all  grades)  ...  261  tons 

Scrap  metaf'  11  tons 

, The  yalue  of  such  material  was  £2,098. 

Drai  nage 

As  a result  of  a test  being  applied  to  a drainage  system 
serving  an  hotel  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  it  was  found 
that  ^ wash-hand  basins  from  two  bedrooms  discharged  to 
an  open  ditch;  thus  causing  pollution.  The  owner  of  the 
hotel  was  contacted  and  arranged  for  part  of  the  drainage 
to  be  renewed  and  connected  to  the  Council’s  foul  sewer. 

A number  of  colour  tests  were  applied  to  the  drainage 
systems  of  houses  with  cess  poofs  in  one  road  and  the  result 
showed  that  the  overflow  from  the  cess  pools  eventually 
discharged  to  the  Daglingworth  stream.  As  a result  of  this, 
two  owners  made  new  connections  to  the  Council’s  foul 
sewer  and  one  owner  made  a connection  voluntarily. 

Five  owners  were  called  upon  to  provide  sanitary  sinks 
to  houses  and  proper  drainage  thereto  and  in  all  17  sanitary 
sinks  were  provided'  during  the  year  in  properties  which  were 
previously  without  them.  . 

V , ■ - ' ...  ^ 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Rivers  and  streams  were  inspected  during  the  year  and 
one  case  of  slight  pollution  was  observed  in  the  Daglingworth 
stream  only.  This, had  been  observed  during  the  previous 
year  and  was  due  to  the  fact  that  overflows  from  certain 
cess  pools  discharged  to  a surface  water  drain  and  thence 
to  this  stream.  This  is  gradually  being  overcome  as  the 
owners  of  the  properties  concerned  are  being  called  upon 
to  make  connections  to  the  Council’s  sewer  and  dispense 
with  the  cess  pools. 

Nuisances  under, the  Public  Health  Act 

103  Nuisances  were  observed  during  the  year  and  92 
of  these  were  abated.  It  was  only  necessary  to  serve  one 
Statutory  Notice  during  the  year  and  all  the  other  Nuisances 


11 


T.R.D.C.  N.R.D.C. 


were  abated  after  informal  action.  The  majority  of  the 
Nuisances  were  due  to  housing  defects.  In  one  case  a serious 
Nuisance  was  observed  due  to  an  obstructed  surface  water 
culvert  causing  flooding  of  land  and  yards  of  Council  houses. 
In  another  case  drainage  was  seeping  into  a cellar.  This 
was  at  an  older  property  in  the  town  and  on  investigation 
it  was  found  that  foul  drainage  to  one  house  had  to  be 
relaid. 

Smoke  Nuisance 

A number  of  complaints  were  received  from  residents  in 
one  part  of  the  district  regarding  an  alleged  smoke  Nuisance 
from  a laundry  chimney.  Observations  were  taken  of  emissions 
from  this  chimney  and  a smoke  Nuisance  was  observed 
on  two  occasions  when  black  smoke  and  gritty  particles 
were  emitted  from  the  chimney  for  a period  of  187  seconds 
in  the  half-hour. 

The  management  were  interviewed  on  several  occasions 
•and  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service  were 
called  in  to  advise  the  company  regarding  the  smoke  Nuis- 
ance. Although  several  types  of  fuel  were  used  on  the  boiler, 
a further  serious  Nuisance  was  observed  and  it  was  necessary 
to  serve  a Statutory  Notice  on  the  company. 

Further  consultations  took  place  between  the  manage- 
ment and  this  Department  and  an  improvement  was  effected. 
The  main  cause  of  the  Nuisance  was  due  to  the  use  of  a low 
grade  slacky  type  of  fuel  and  inefficient  stoking. 

During  the  year  35  observations  were  taken  of  emissions 
of  smoke  from  the  chimney  and  these  are  being  continued 
at  regular  intervals. 

Offensive  Trades 

Consent  was  given  to  each  of  the  bacon  factories  in  the 
town  to  establish  an  offensive  trade  which  includes  blood 
drying  and  fat  extracting. 

A complete  new  waste  eliminating  plant  was  installed 
at  the  larger  of  the  two  bacon  factories.  This  was  provided 
with  all  the  up-to-date  devices  and  the  building  was  extended 
to  house  the  new  plant. 
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Both  the  premises  were  inspected  on  numerous  occasions 
during  the  year  and  processing  was  carried  out  satisfactorily 
and  without  Nuisance. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 — 1954 

Six  new  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  the 
year  and  21  licences  were  renewed.  Included  in  this  number 
was  one  slaughterman  who  was  authorised  to  slaughter 
horses. 

One  slaughterman  was  cautioned  as  he  was  responsible 
for  allowing  a carcase  of  a pig  to  leave  a slaughterhouse 
before  inspection.  On  examination,  the  pluck  of  the  pig 
in  question  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
This  might  never  have  come  to  light  but  for  the  fact  that  an 
Inspector  in  this  Department  observed  a pig  being  unloaded 
at  a butcher’s  shop  in  the  town  and  made  an  enquiry  regarding 
same. 


Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection 

Only  one  Public  Slaughterhouse  was  in  use  during  the 
year  and  this  was  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority, 
the  Butchers  Association  being  responsible  for  the  slaughtering 
as  in  previous  years. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
very  little  different  from  the  previous  year,  except  that  172 
more  sheep  were  killed. 

In  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  and  the  fact  that  the  premises 
are  sub-standard,  the  slaughterhouse  was  maintained  in  a 
clean  condition. 

A visit  was  paid  to  a disused  slaughterhouse  at  the  back 
of  a butcher’s  shop  near  to  the  centre  of  the  town.  On 
inspection  it  was  found  that  three  animals  had  been  slaughtered 
on  these  unlicensed  premises.  The  Council  took  a very 
serious  view  of  this  matter  and  legal  proceedings  were  sub- 
sequently taken  when  the  occupier  of  the  slaughterhouse 
and  the  person  responsible  for  the  slaughtering  were  each 
fined  £30  plus  legal  costs. 


13 


T.R.D.C.  N.R.D.C. 


Knackers  Yard 

One  licence  was  issued  to  the  only  Knackers  Yard  in 
the  town  and  these  premises  were  maintained  in  satisfactory 
order  during  the  year. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  confirmed  a 
case  of  Anthrax  in  a dead  cow  which  had  been  removed 
from  a farm  in  the  Rural  District.  Immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  examine  the  contacts  and  the  police  carried  out 
destruction  of  the  carcase  on  the  site.  This  Department 
assisted  with  the  disinfection  of  the  premises  and  utensils. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


«■ 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  Killed 

481 

5 

185 

1848 

45,727 

No.  inspected  ...  ...  ... 

481 

5 

185 

1848 

12,649 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil  . 

i 

. 1 

2 

14 

. 47 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

47 

3 

Nil 

59 

T,773 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

9.8 

80 

1.1 

! . 

3.95 

14.4 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

945 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis   

1.5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7.5 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Unsound  Meat 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  16  tons  4 cwts.  1 qr.  1 lb.  The  two  Bacon 
Factories  deal  with  condemned  food  in  their  waste  eliminating 
plant.  The  Slaughterhouse  has  all  condemned  food  collected 
by  an  outside  firm  who  process  same  and  convert  it  into 
artificial  manure.  ' 


Other  Food 

Other  foods  were  examined  at  shops,  canteens  and  food 
preparing  premises  in  the  town  and  the  following  is  a list 
of  food  stuffs  found  to  be  unfit  and  voluntarily  surrendered; — 

233  tins  and  jars  of  meat,  fruit,  marmalade,  jam,  milk,  soup, 
fish,  vegetables,  cream,  rice,  walnuts,  chicken  and 
^ ' . tomato  spread 

15  stone  of  fish  consisting  of  filleted  bream,  cods  roes, 
. herrings,  smoked  cpd  fillets 

1,067  lbs.  of  meat  consisting  of  frozen  beef,  boneless  brisket, 
beef  flank  and  pork 
Ilf  lbs.  cooked  meats 
58  lbs.  bacon 
lbs.  sausage 
12f  lbs.  butter 
7 lbs.  cheese 
2 lbs.  puff  pastry 
240  lbs.  prunes 
13  lbs.  fruit  pastilles 

1 cwt.  ruskit  . . . . 

6 packets  of  confectionery 

2 packets  of  cornflakes 
4 pork  pies 

1 packet  potato  crisps 

Milk  and  Dairies 

There  are  six  registered  distributors  oTmilk  in  the  town. 

' Six  dealers’  licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were 
issued  during  ‘ the  year,  2 dealers’  licences  for  Pasteurized 
milk  and  one  Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurized  milk 
and  one  Supplernentary  licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

38  visits  were  made  to  the  dairies  during  the  year  and  no 
serious  contraventions  were  observed. 
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26  samples  of  milk,  both  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pasteur- 
ized were  taken  during  the  course  of  the  year.  5 samples 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
and  these  failed  either  on  the  methylene  blue  or  coliform 
tests. 

A number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
regarding  dirty  bottles  from  one  dairy.  This  matter  was 
taken  up  with  the  dairy  in  question  and  steps  were  taken 
to  rectify  it.  Two  empty  bottles  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  laboratory  for  sterility  tests  and  these  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 


Ice  Cream 

No  ice  cream  was  manufactured  in  the  town  at  any  of 
the  35  registered  premises.  Most  of  the  ice  cream  is  supplied 
by  one  of  the  multiple  firms  and  this  is  all  pre-packed. 

Four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  these  were 
all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Shops 

No  contraventions  were  observed  during  the  year  at  the 
shops  visited. 


Number  of  Food  Premises 

Butchers’  Shops  12 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Grocers,  Greengrocers  and  General  Pro- 
visions Shops  39 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cake  and  Bread  Shops  5 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

A survey  was  started  under  the  above  Regulations  of 
all  food  shops  and  food  premises  in  the  town.  Nine  occupiers 
were  called  upon  to  carry  out  work  which  included  provision 
of  sinks,  wash-hand  basins,  first  aid  equipment,  etc.  All 
occupiers  are  co-operating  in  bringing  their  premises  up  to 
the  required  standard. 
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Food  Preparing  Premises 

One  registration  was  cancelled  during  the  year  and  this 
was  a small  shop  where  faggots,  etc.  were  prepared. 

Nine  premises  are  registered  in  the  town  for  the  manu- 
facture of  potted,  pressed  and  preserved  foods.  This  number 
includes  two  bacon  factories  where  sausage,  etc.  is  manu- 
factured. 

No  serious  contraventions  were  observed  but  the  occupiers 
are  being  called  upon  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

Markets 

Traders  stalls  in  the  Market  Place  were  visited  from 
time  to  time.  A number  were  found  to  be  without  proper 
display  boards  but  these  were  subsequently  provided.  One 
trader  selling  fish  was  called  upon  to  provide  a supply  of 
hot  water,  soap  and  towels  in  his  mobile  stall. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Two  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  to  station 
caravans  on  sites  in  the  town  and  a third  application  was 
approved  but  the  applicant  decided  not  to  occupy  the  site. 

Nine  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  moveable 
dwellings  and  sites  in  the  town  and  no  Nuisance  was  ob- 
served. 

Bakehouses 

Of  the  9 bakehouses  in  the  town  two  were  closed  down 
during  the  year  due  to  being  taken  over  by  a multiple  firm 
who  are  baking  in  Worcester  and  delivering  to  the  town 
every  day.  The  new  N.A.A.F.I.  Bakery  is  a very  large  est- 
ablishment and  employs  approximately  150  people.  This 
bakehouse  was  maintained  in  very  good  order  during  the 
year. 

The  other  bakehouses  were  visited  and  three  were  called 
upon  to  provide  such  things  as  sinks,  wash-hand  basins  and 
carry  out  certain  cleansing  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & J948 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

No.  on. 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

.Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

/ 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

22 

18 

1 

, Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ... 

84 

95 

3 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ... 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

'2 

2 

— 

Nil 

TOTAL 

108 

115 

4 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Reference  by 

' ' ‘ ' ‘Found  Remedied  H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 1 — — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  1 ■ — — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective  17  4 2 r . 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

• ^ H * * 

One  certificate  has  been  issued  under  Section  34  of  the 
Factories  Act. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1955 

No  applications  were  received  for  registration  under  the 
above  Act.  ...  , ; 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

As  in  previous  years  the  Pest  Officer  worked  alternate 
weeks  with  the  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Rural 
District  Council. 
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549  private  dwellings  were  inspected  during  the  year  and 
126  business  premises.  108  properties  were  treated  for  infes- 
tation and  this  included  private  and  business  premises  and  other 
local  authority  properties  such  as  tips  and  sewerage  works. 

The  sewers  in  the  town  were  baited  twice  and  treated  and 
two  annual  contracts  were  dealt  with. 

The  majority  of  food  shops  were  inspected  and  proofing 
carried  out  where  necessary. 

One  serious  infestation  was  found  on  an  agricultural 
holding.  This  was  promptly  dealt  with  and  treated  and  is 
being  periodically  inspected. 


Housing  Act 

A housing  survey  was  commenced  in  the  town  and  five 
small  clearance  areas  totalling  33  houses  were  represented  to 
the  Council  during  the  year. 

4 houses  were  closed  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
under  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 
1953.  All  the  tenants  of  the  closed  houses  were  re-housed  by 
the  Council. 

Most  of  the  housing  defects  found  on  properties  were 
dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  and 
no  notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Act  for  repair. 

1 1 Applications  were  received  for  Improvement  Grants 
and  9 of  these  were  granted.  Quite  a number  of  other  houses 
were  inspected  and  owners  were  advised  where  properties 
were  unsuitable  for  grant  purposes. 

8 Council  Houses  were  under  construction  during  the  year 
on  the  Beeches  Estate  and  4 of  these  were  completed. 

The  remaining  6 houses  which  were  built  by  the  Council 
for  private  enterprise  were  sold  during  the  year  bringing  the 
total  up  to  66  houses. 

The  total  number  of  houses  and  bungalows  built  in  the 
town  by  private  enterprise  was  29. 

The  Council  re-housed  35  families  during  the  year  which 
included  the  release  of  6 requisitioned  houses.  The  total 
number  of  families  re-housed  since  1946  is  854. 
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The  Council  advanced  monies  under  the  Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Act  and  assisted  9 people  to  build  new  houses  and 
bungalows  and  8 people  to  acquire  older  houses. 

Owing  to  the  high  rate  of  interest  and  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  money  the  Council  suspended  advancing  loans 
from  September,  except  to  applicants  building  on  the  New 
Mills  Estate. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC.,  CARRIED  OUT, 

1956 


District  Inspections  1148 

Housing  Inspections  1027 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  870 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Factory  and  Workshop  Inspections 115 

Drain  Tests  and  Inspections  292 

Bakehouses  11 

Dairies 38 

Slaughterhouses  and  Bacon  Factories  863 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Shops  Inspections 199 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  ...  63 

Miscellaneous 649 
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Cirencester  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  W.  H.  D.  Rundle,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

Mr.  H.  Wheeler,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Bland,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  (Hons.)  R.I.P.H.  & H.,  ^ 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  ^ 

Mr.  C.  E.  I.  Abbey,  A.M.Inst.H.E.,  Resident  Engineer.  U 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  

Population  (1951  census)  

Population  (Registrar  General  1956) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956) 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  


82,790 

15,218 

16,320 

4,141 

4,441 

£140,784 

£620 


RAINFALL 


The  rainfall  for  1956  was  28.0  inches  as  compared  with 
26.0  inches  in  1955  thus  showing  an  increase  of  2 inches.  The 
average  rainfall  for  the  area  in  the  years  1881 — 1915  was 
31.5  inches. 

The  figure  can  be  taken  as  being  representative  of  the 
country  within  a radius  of  5 miles  from  Cirencester. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

153 

140 

293 

Legitimate 

148 

132 

280 

Illegitimate 

5 

8 

13 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

17.9 

Comparable  birth  rate  {comparability  factor  1.00) 

17.9 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  {England  Sc 

Wales) 

15.6 

Still  Births : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

3 

4 

'7 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1,000 

population 

0.42 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1,000 

live  and  still  births 

23.3 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1,000 

live  and  still  births 

{England  Sc 

Wales) 

23.0 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

66 

54 

120 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  7.35 

Comparable  death  rate  {eomparahility  factor  1.05)  7.7 

Death  rate  per  1,000  {England  & Wales)  11.7 


No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence. of  childbirth:  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

6 

- 

6 

Legitimate 

6 

- 

6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under,  4 weeks  of  age: 


Total  

M.  F. 

5 

Total 

5 

Legitimate 

5 

5 

Deaths  under  1 year  per 

1,000  live  births 

20.47 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  {England  & Wales) 

23.8 

Average  age  of  death  due  to  natural  causes:  70.4  years. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1956 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

„ ,,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

7 

5 

12 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

10 

9 

19 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

9 

8 

17 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

3 

4 

Other  heart  disease  

5 

11 

16 

Other  circulatory  disease  

6 

1 

7 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

3 

5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenitial  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

6 

1 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

All  other  accidents  

4 

1 

5 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

66 

54 

120 

DEATHS  IN  AGE 

GROUPS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 year  

6 



6 

1 — 4 years  

— 

— 

— 

5-14  „ 

1 

— 

1 

15-24  „ 

1 

— 

1 

25—34  „ 

4 

1 

5 

35—44  „ ...  

4 

2 

6 

45—54  „ 

3 

2 

5 

55—64  „ 

19 

4 

23 

65—74  „ ...  

7 

10 

17 

75—84  „ 

15 

28 

43 

85—94  „ 

6 

7 

13 

95—104  „ 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

66 

54 

120 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  total  60%  survived  to 
over  the  age  of  65  and  46%  to  over  the  age  of  75. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

Total 

notifications 

Admitted  to 
hospital 

Scarlet  fever  

7 

Whooping  cough 

2 

— 

Measles 

64 

— 

Pneumonia 

17 

1 

Chicken  pox 

57 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

4 

— 

Dysentry  

... 

2 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  new  cases. 
Respiratory 

Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

3 2 5 

1 

2 

3 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

Of  the  5 new  cases  3 were  treated  in  hospital  and  2 at  home. 
In  addition  to  the  new  cases  there  were  4 transfers  from  other 
areas. 

No.  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year: 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

32  31  63  8 8 16 

One  tuberculous  patient  was  re-housed  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria  during  the  year 
was  as  follows:— 

Under  1 yr.  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs.  Total 
192  (104)  40  (26)  56  (22)  38  (8)  326  (160) 

The  figures  in  brackets  (included  in  totals)  indicate  the 
number  who  had  combined  protection  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough. 
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Also  during  the  year  268  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  number  vaccinated  during  1956  was  as  follows: — 

Under  15  yrs. 

1 yr.  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs.  & over  Total 
Vaccinated  ...  166  17  6 2 13  204 

Revaccinated  ...  1 — 5 15  40  61 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under 
this  Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water  Supplies 

The  operation  of  the  “credit  squeeze”  dashed  hopes  of 
early  approval  to  the  Churn  Valley  Scheme  in  its  complete 
form  and  so  approval  was  sought  for  the  construction  of  at 
least  a part  of  the  scheme.  The  first  phase  was  to  cater  for 
that  part  of  the  Churn  Valley  capable  of  being  watered  by 
gravity  from  the  Cirencester  Urban  District  Council’s  Reservoir 
adjacent  to  the  Cirencester/Gloucester  Road  in  the  Parish  of 
Baunton.  The  area  concerned  includes  properties  adjoining 
the  Cirencester/Cheltenham  Road  as  far  as  North  Cerney  and 
most  of  North  Cerney  Village.  Ministry  Approval  to  Phase  1 
was  subsequently  obtained.  The  major  portion  of  the  scheme 
including  a booster  station  and  reservoir  still  awaits  their 
approval. 

The  serious  water  shortage  at  Lechlade  due  to  the  inability 
of  the  shallow  well  and  well  point  systems  to  meet  the  demand 
culminated  in  December  1955  in  a breakdown  of  the  supply. 
As  commencement  of  the  Eastern  Water  Scheme,  which  was 
ultimately  to  serve  Lechlade,  was  still  not  in  sight,  some 
immediate  action  was  necessary  to  find  an  alternative  local 
scource.  On  the  advice  of  the  Council’s  Geological  Con- 
sultant, Professor  F.  W.  Shotton,  m.b.e.,  sc.d.,  f.g.s., 
P.A.I.W.E.,  a deep  bore,  268  feet  deep,  was  sunk  on  the  water- 
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works  site.  This  proved  capable  of  supplying  10,000  gallons 
per  hour  at  an  artesian  head  of  21ft. 

This  resulted  in  a substantial  saving  financially  as  there 
was  now  no  longer  any  need  to  supply  Lechlade  from  the 
proposed  new  boreholes  at  Lower  Field  Farm,  Ampney 
Crucis.  The  Eastern  Scheme  proposals  were  therefore  re- 
examined in  the  hope  of  making  further  economies.  The 
existing  borehole  at  Ready  Token  was  test  pumped  to  ascertain 
its  capacity  and  it  proved  capable  of  sustaining  5,000  gallons 
per  hour  over  a period  of  14  days.  Further  investigations  are 
proceeding. 

Ministry  consent  to  the  proposals  to  supply  the  Southern 
parishes  from  the  Cirencester  Urban  District  Supply  and  to 
the  sinking  of  a new  borehole  at  Caudle  Green  is  still  awaited. 

Inability  of  the  Daglingworth  Estate  Supply  to  cater  for 
increased  domestic  and  agricultural  consumption  led  to  the 
laying  of  a 4in.  main  from  the  Cirencester  Urban  District 
Council’s  Baunton  reservoir  to  the  end  of  the  Estate  main  in 
Daglingworth. 

Repeated  failure  of  the  Estate  systems  to  provide  a constant 
supply  of  water  to  properties  in  Quenington  coupled  with 
notice  from  Messrs.  H.  J.  Godwin  Ltd.,  that  they  could  not 
continue  to  supply  the  Council  Houses  after  July  1957 
resulted  in  the  Council  pressing  the  Ministry  for  early  per- 
mission to  install  the  proposed  Quenington  system.  Permission 
was  obtained  only  for  the  small  section  capable  of  supplying 
the  Council  Houses. 

In  the  course  of  the  installation  of  the  Northleach  Rural 
District  Council’s  Comprehensive  water  scheme  a main  was 
laid  through  the  parish  of  Hatherop  where  mains  water  is 
now  available  to  consumers. 

An  extension  to  the  Kempsford  main  to  cater  for  the 
hamlet  of  Dunfield  was  approved  during  the  year. 

It  was  necessary  to  cart  water  to  the  Parish  of  Ampney 
St.  Peter  during  the  dry  period  in  early  summer. 

The  Council’s  five  pumping  stations  at  Lechlade,  Poulton, 
Coates,  Marsden  and  Down  Ampney  were  maintained 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  the  average  monthly  con- 
sumption of  the  undertakings  in  question  being  629,000, 
1,053,000,  593,110,  328,400,  624,500  gallons  respectively. 
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Water  Samples 

Of  20  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  at  Lechlade, 
Poulton,  Coates,  Marsden,  Kempsford  and  South  Cerney,  all 
were  satisfactory. 

21  Samples  were  taken  from  the  major  Private  Estate 
supplies,  of  which  12  were  unsatisfactory.  After  remedial 
measures  had  been  taken  by  the  Estates  concerned,  further 
samples  from  4 of  these  supplies  proved  to  be  satisfactory, 
1 1 secondary  samples  again  gave  unsatisfactory  results. 

Of  28  samples  taken  from  individual  private  supplies, 
7 were  satisfactory,  4 were  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and 
17  were  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Action  was 
taken  in  appropriate  cases  to  secure  necessary  improvement. 

Water  1956 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  dwellings  in 
separate  parishes  supplied  from  public  water  mains  having 
either  a piped  indoor  or  a standpipe  supply  of  water: — 


Total  No.  of 
Houses  in 
Parish 

Piped 

indoor 

Popula- 

tion 

Stand  Popu- 
pipe  lation 

Baunton 

54 

9 

36 

Brimpsfield  ... 

69 

35 

140 

— 

— 

Coates  

123 

80 

320 

21 

84 

Down  Ampney 

168 

93 

452 

— 

— 

Driffield  

51 

29 

116 

— 

— 

Duntisbourne  Abbots 

75 

49 

196 

— 

— 

Elkstone  

64 

27 

118 

4 

14 

Kemble  (Ewen) 

42 

9 

36 

— 

— 

Kempsford 

273 

110 

456 

7 

28 

Lechlade 

385 

342 

957 

79 

348 

Meysey  Hampton 

102 

48 

219 

— 

— 

North  Cerney 

(Woodmancote) 

(whole 

162  parish)  54 

220 

Poole  Keynes 

36 

10 

40 

— 

— 

Poulton  

124 

113 

457 

— 

— 

Preston 

85 

57 

228 

— 

— 

Sapperton 

144 

104 

376 

4 

16 

Siddington 

180 

105 

413 

53 

212 

Somerford  Keynes  .. 

99 

32 

128 

— 

— 

South  Cerney  (and 

Cerney 

Wick) 

320 

175 

700 

Syde 

• • • • 

12 

6 

24 

— 

— 

Winstone 

. 

60 

45 

180 

— 

— 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  failure  of  the  Ministry  to  give  consent  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  proposed  new  sewerage  scheme  for 
Fairford  gave  rise  to  grave  concern  during  the  year.  Both 
the  County  Medical  Officer  and  myself  drew  attention  to 
the  danger  to  health  occasioned  by  conditions  on  the  existing 
disposal  field. 

Samples  taken  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board’s 
Officer  have  established  pollution  of  the  adjoining  water 
course. 

There  has  been  considerable  correspondence  with  the 
Ministry  regarding  the  first  phase  of  the  Quenington  sewerage 
scheme  (required  to  enable  more  houses  to  be  built)  but 
no  consent  has  been  received. 

A scheme  to  provide  sewerage  for  practically  the  whole 
of  Down  Ampney,  by  improvement  and  extension  of  the 
existing  sewers  which  formerly  served  R.A.F.  Camp  Sites 
in  the  Village,  was  prepared  during  the  year.  The  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  who  own  the  majority  of  the 
property  there  and  are  at  present  engaged  in  a comprehensive 
programme  of  cottage  improvement,  have  agreed  to  make 
a generous  contribution  towards  the  cost. 

Cleansing  of  the  sewage  outfalls  at  Ampney  St.  Peter, 
Kempsford,  Lechlade,  Barnsley,  North  Cerney  and  Poulton 
was  carried  out  by  contract,  a mechanical  emptier  being 
used. 

Routine  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  in  the  Fairford  sewers  and  test  baiting  has  been 
carried  out  at  Lechlade. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  was  carried  out  throughout  the  District 
by  contract. 

Controlled  tipping  continued  at  Sunhill  and  South  Cerney. 
In  spite  of  regular  use  of  insecticidal  tip  dressings  occasional 
complaints  of  flies  were  received  from  domestic  properties 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  tips. 
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Prolonged  negotiations  resulted  in  permission  being 
obtained  for  the  use  of  a disused  gravel  pit  in  the  Parish  of 
Kempsford  near  Rhymes  Barn  Farm  for  tipping  purposes. 
The  pit,  although  sited  conveniently  near  the  major  centres 
of  population  in  the  District  is  well  away  from  domestic 
properties  and  contains  ample  covering  material.  The 
purchase  of  a Ferguson  tractor  and  earth  moving  accessories 
has  been  approved  for  use  there.  It  is  proposed  that,  in 
future,  the  tip  shall  cater  for  the  whole  of  the  District. 

Regular  rodent  control  was  carried  out  at  Sunhill  and 
South  Cerney. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Duties  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949,  have  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year  by  a part- 
time  Rodent  Operator. 

117  farms  have  been  inspected,  502  dwelling  houses  and 
84  business  premises.  In  addition  to  Council  property, 
treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  41  dwelling  houses  and 
23  business  premises. 


HOUSING 
House  Construction 

Council  Houses 

The  611  houses  provided  by  the  Council  have  been 
augmented  by  the  addition  of  the  following  houses  which 
have  been  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year : — 

Lechalde  22  New  Tradition 

Siddington 10  New  Tradition 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  completed  and  occupied 
at  the  end  of  1956,  643.  No  Council  Houses  were  sold  to 
tenants  during  the  year. 

The  following  houses  are  in  the  course  of  erection : — 
Brimpsfield  6 Traditional 
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Private  Houses 

During  the  year  12  private  houses  were  erected  in  the 
following  parishes: — 

Baunton  ...  ...  ...  2 

Down  Ampney  ...  ...  1 

Fairford  2 

Kemble  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kempsford  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lechlade  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poulton  3 

Private  houses,  as  under,  are  in  the  course  of  erection: — 

Brimpsfield  1 

Colesborne  3 

Duntisbourne  Abbots  ...  2 

North  Cerney  1 

Summary 

To  summarise,  44  permanent  houses  have  been  completed, 
with  13  more  in  course  of  construction. 

N ew  Buildings 

Plans  in  respect  of  the  following  work  were  submitted 
to  the  Council  for  approval:— 

Erection  of  new  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  houses 122 

Conversion  of  houses  into  smaller  houses  etc.  ...  ...  1 

Installation  or  improvement  of  drainage  ...  ...  ...  70 

Erection  of  workshops,  sheds  etc.  8 

Alteration  to  offices,  shops,  licenced  premises  etc 5 

Erection  of  small  motor  garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Erection  of  Agricultural  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Alterations  and  additions  to  school  buildings 3 

New  and  altered  vehicular  access  7 

Erection  of  signs,  sign  boards  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Extension  of  gravel  workings,  quarries  etc 7 

Change  of  user  1 

Caravan  Sites  8 

Erection  of  Petrol  Eilling  Stations  4 

Alterations  and  additions  to  Village  Halls  2 
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HOUSE  INSPECTION 


Housing  Acts  1936-1956 

The  comprehensive  survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the 
District  continued  throughout  the  year  and  was  completed 
in  the  Parishes  of  Down  Ampney,  Fairford,  Kempsford, 
Lechlade,  Meysey  Flampton,  Poulton  and  Quenington. 
Cottage  improvement  schemes  prompted  by  the  survey  con- 
tinue to  be  receive,  dencouraged  by  the  availability  of  Im- 
provement Grants.  During  the  year  53  such  grants  were 
approved. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1938.  Housing 
(Financial  and  Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1946  and 
Housing  Act,  1952 

Applications  for  grants  under  the  above  Acts  in  respect 
of  the  erection  of  4 agricultural  cottages  were  approved. 

Moveable  Dv^ellings 

Seven  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269,  for  the  use  of  land 
as  a site  for  moveable  dwellings.  In  addition,  sixteen  existing 
licences  were  renewed. 

Routine  supervision  has  been  exercised  with  particular 
attention  to  sanitary  conditions,  and  all  sites  have  been 
maintained  free  of  nuisance. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

There  are  three  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  1949 — 1954,  and  nine  persons  registered 
as  Distributors  of  Milk. 

2 samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  7 samples  of 
pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for  examination.  All 
satisfied  the  official  test. 

16  visits  were  made  to  distributors  and  dairies  during  the 
year. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 

All  animals  slaughtered  at  the  licensed  private  slaughter- 
hosue  at  Fairford  were  inspected  post  mortem  and  wherever 
possible,  ante  mortem,  and  details  are  set  out  in  the  table 
below: — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows  Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 

No,  killed  (if  known) 

129 

1 

22 

430 

175 

Nil 

Number  inspected  

129 

1 

22 

430 

175 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tubercul- 
osis and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

19 

1 

Nil 

9 

9 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

14.7  100.0 

Nil 

2.09 

5.14 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis   

6.2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4.57 

Nil 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Unsound  Food 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse 
was  13cwts.  581bs. 
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Disposal 

Condemned  meat  is  sold  to  an  approved  contractor  and 
stained  before  removal  from  the  slaughterhouse. 

Other  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  under  supervision  at 
one  of  the  Council’s  Controlled  Refuse  Tips. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56 
Food  Premises 

The  following  summary  gives  the  number  of  food  premises 
in  the  area  by  type  of  business : — 

Registered  under 
Section  16 
22 

3 

4 
2 


1 


Grocery  and  General  Provision  Stores  48 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cafes  9 

Cake  Shops  1 

Butchers 5 

Greengrocers  5 

Licensed  Premises  (serving  food)  ...  25 

Egg  Packing  Station  1 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

School  Canteens  9 

Other  Premises — 


TOTAL  ... 


113 
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Two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  visits  were  made  to  food 
premises  during  the  year.  Of  twenty-five  cases  where  con- 
travention had  been  found,  eleven  were  raised  to  a satisfactory 
standard  by  informal  action. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  — Section  16.  Registered 
Premises 

Twenty-eight  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice-cream  and  four  premises  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  sausages  or  preserved  foods.  There  are  no 
manufacturers  of  ice-cream.  All  registered  ice-cream  retailers 
sell  only  the  pre-packed  article. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  and  1954 

During  the  year,  eight  licences  under  the  above  mentioned 
Acts  were  issued  for  the  slaughter  of  animals. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Water  Supply 654 

Sewerage  86 

Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Building  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  659 

Milk  and  Dairies  16 

Public  Health  Act  1936  321 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1624 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Factories  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

Registered  Food  Premises 31 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Infectious  Diseases  73 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Samples  60 

Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Unsound  Food  — 

Council  House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Petroleum  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Pests  Act  1949  1204 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

Certificates  in  respect  of  3 Factory  premises  were  issued. 
1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

PREMISES 

Register 

tions 

notices 

prosecuted 

i. 

Factories  in  which  Sec- 

tions  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ii. 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

39 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

ili. 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 

premises)  

23 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

65 

51 

Nil 

Nil 
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2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.by  H.M. 
Found  Remed-  Inspector  Inspector 
ied 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
insti- 
tuted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.  1.)  

Overcrowding  (S.  2.) 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S.3.) 

Inadequate  Venti- 
lation (S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

Sanitary  Convenien- 
ces (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

9 

1 

— 1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including  off- 
ences relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTAL 

10 

2 

— 2 

— 

Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) — 17. 
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T.R.D.C.  N.R.D.C. 


Northleach  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Green,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Building  Surveyor. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Green,  A.F.S.(Eng.),  Part  Time  General  Assistant. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  74,912 

Population  (1951  census)  8,621 

Population  (Registrar  General  1956)  8,130 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census)  2,404 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956)  2,576 

Rateable  Value  £71,475 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £250 


RAINFALL 

The  rainfall  for  1956  was  28.0  inches  as  compared  with 
25.0  inches  for  1955  thus  giving  an  increase  of  3 inches. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  area  in  the  years  1881-1915 
was  30.5  inches. 

The  figure  can  be  taken  as  representative  of  the  country 
within  a radius  of  5 miles  from  Northleach. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

55 

62 

117 

Legitimate 

50 

58 

108 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

14.39 

Comparable  birth  rate  {comparability  factor  1.06) 

15.25 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  {England  & Wales) 

15.6 

Still  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

- 

2 

2 

Legitimate 

- 

2 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population 

.24 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births 

16.8 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births 

{England  & 

Wales) 

23.0 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

57 

58 

115 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  14.14 

Comparable  death  rate  {comparability  factor  0.64)  9.04 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  {England  & Wales)  11.7 


No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:  Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  1 

- 

1 

T egitimate  

- 

- 

Illegitimate  1 

- 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

Nil 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births 

8.54 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  {England  & Wales) 

23.8 

Average  age  at  death  due  to  Natural  Causes:  75.25  years. 
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T.R.D.C.  N.R.D.C. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1956 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

1 

1 

neoplasms 

3 

7 

10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 • 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

11 

20 

31 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11 

5 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease  

11 

10 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

5 

8 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

2 

Bronchitis  

7 

4 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents  

2 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

57 

58 

115 

AGES  AT  DEATH,  1956 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 year 

1 



1 

1—4 

years 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

yy 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

y y 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

yy 

1 

— 

1 

35—44 

yy 

— 

1 

1 

45—54 

yy 

— 

— 



55—64 

9 

5 

14 

65—74 

yy 

23 

19 

42 

75—84 

yy 

17 

18 

35 

85—94 

yy 

6 

14 

20 

95—104 

yy 

...  ...  ...  ...  — 

1 

1 

TOTALS  ...  57 

58 

115 

From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  85%  survived  to  over 
65  years  and  48%  survived  to  over  75  years. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

Total 

notifications 

Admitted  to 
hospital 

Scarlet  fever  

1 

_ 

Whooping  cough 

• • * 

1 

— 

Measles  

• • « 

67 

— 

Pneumonia 

... 

3 

1 

Pueperal  pyrexia 

... 

1 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notification  of  new  cases: 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

112  - - - 

In  addition  to  the  new  cases  there  were  four  transfers 
from  other  areas. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
No.  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year: 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

13  16  29  1 12  13 

No  tuberculous  patients  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria  during  1956  was 
as  follows: — 

Under  1 yr.  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs.  Total 

42  (17)  13  (5)  20  (5)  19  94  (27) 

The  numbers  in  brackets  (included  in  totals)  indicate  the 
number  of  children  who  had  combined  protection  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

Also  during  the  year  144  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 
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PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


The  number  who  were  vaccinated  during  1956  was  as 
follows: — 

Under  15  yrs. 

1 yr.  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs.  & over  Total 
Vaccinated  ...  66  6 2 2 4 80 

Revaccinated  ...  — 1 — — 25  26 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  Removal  to  suitable 
premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under  this 
Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  the  second  part  of  the  comprehensive 
water  scheme  was  completed  and  included  the  parishes  of 
Aldsworth,  Bibury,  Chedworth,  Coin  St.  Aldwyn,  Eastleach, 
Northleach  and  Southrop. 

The  following  parishes  are  now  on  the  comprehensive 
scheme: — 


Aston  Blank 
Aldsworth 
Andovcrsford 
Bibury 
Chedworth 
Coin  St.  Aldwyn 
Coin  St.  Dennis 
Dowdeswell 


Eastleach 

Northleach 

Notgrove 

Sevenhampton 

Southrop 

Shipton 

Whittington 

Winson 


The  following  parishes  are  not  yet  on  the  comprehensive 
water  scheme: — 


Barrington 
Compton  Abdale 
Eastington 
Farmington 
Hazleton  (part  of) 


Hampnett 

Sherborne 

Turkdean 

Windrush 


The  third  and  last  part  of  the  scheme,  which  is  to  supply 
these  9 parishes,  was  held  up  owing  to  the  financial  restrictions. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  will  see  fit  to  grant  permission 
for  this  work  to  proceed,  as  samples  taken  from  the  present 
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supplies  to  these  parishes  clearly  indicate  that  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  public  health  that  the  work  should  be  carried  out 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  parishes  of  Withington  and  Yanworth  have  been 
omitted  from  the  comprehensive  water  scheme  altogether  as 
it  was  felt  that  the  privately  owned  supplies  to  these  parishes 
were  suitable  and  sufficient. 


Water  Connections 

Water  connections  were  made  during  the  year  to  92 
private  premises,  20  farms,  1 school  and  3 garages  and 
workshops. 

Parishes  on  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  and  Houses 
Connected 


Parish 


No.  of  Houses 

houses  connected 


Andoversford  . 
Aston  Blank 
Aldsworth 
Bibury  ... 
Chedworth 
Coin  St.  Aldwyn 
Coin  St.  Dennis 
Dowdeswell 
Eastleach 
Northleach 
Notgrove 
Sevenhampton  . 
Southrop 
Shipton  ... 
Whittington 
Winson  ... 


103 

103 

70 

29 

78 

2 

230 

82 

278 

21 

109 

109 

76 

49 

51 

8 

141 

21 

339 

339 

52 

52 

121 

76 

66 

19 

93 

51 

70 

14 

29 

29 

There  are  two  main  pumping  stations  for  the  compre- 
hensive water  scheme,  one  at  Bibury  and  one  at  Syreford. 
There  is  also  one  small  sub  pumping  station  at  Fossebridge 
and  one  booster  station  at  Chedworth. 

During  the  year  26,400,000  gallons  of  water  were  pumped 
from  Bibury  Station,  the  figures  for  Syreford  are  not  available. 
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Water  Samples 

Regular  monthly  samples  were  taken  from  each  pumping 
station  and  from  domestic  fittings  and  were  found  to  be  up 
to  the  required  standard. 

Water  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  from 
the  following  private  supplies  with  the  following  results: — 


Parish 

No.  of 
samples 

Satis- 

factory 

Fairly 

satisfactory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Farmington  ... 

5 

_ 

1 

4 

Dowdeswell  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Andovesford 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sherborne 

5 

1 

1 

3 

Windrush 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Little  Barrington 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Great  Barrington 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hampnett 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Compton  Abdale 

5 

— 

2 

3 

Hazleton 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Turkdean 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Coin  Rogers  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Unsatisfactory  supplies  were  investigated  and  recom- 
mendations made  for  improvement. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  Northleach  scheme  consists  of  a lifting  station  and 
disposal  works,  the  effluent  discharging  over  an  irrigation  bed 
and  then  to  a stream.  214  houses,  out  of  a total  of  259  are 
connected.  The  lifting  plant  is  visited  daily  and  the  disposal 
works  at  various  times.  One  man  is  engaged  permanently  at 
this  works  and  during  the  year  no  trouble  was  experienced. 

Small  mechanical  disposal  plants  are  provided  in  the 
following  villages  to  serve  Council  houses : — 

Andoversford  Northleach  (Courts  Field) 

Bibury  Sherborne 

Chedworth  Withington 

Eastleach  Turk  dean 

Stowell  Park  Camp 

These  are  attended  to  not  less  than  once  in  two  weeks  and 
every  six  months  are  cleaned  out.  A new  scheme  is  needed 
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for  Andoversford.  Here  the  disposal  plant  is  on  a clay  bed 
and  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  effluent  away.  The  effluents  from 
these  small  plants  still  seem  to  be  adversely  affected  by  the 
use  of  detergents. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  whole  area  of  26  parishes,  covering  approximately 
fl8  square  miles,  is  catered  for  by  our  own  labour  employing 
two  men  and  one  ten  cubic  yard  Bedford  refuse  vehicle. 
Collections  are  fortnightly  except  in  Northleach  where  the 
collections  are  weekly.  Few  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year.  Generally  the  scheme  works  well,  the  refuse  being 
deposited  in  6 tips  throughout  the  area;  these  are  treated 
peiodically  with  tip  dressing  as  a precaution  against  flies.  The 
Pests  Officer  also  treats  regularly  for  the  destruction  of  rats. 

Salvage  Collection  (Waste  Paper) 

Waste  paper  is  the  only  salvage  collected  by  the  Council 
and  is  collected  by  the  refuse  collectors  on  their  rounds  for 
refuse  disposal.  Waste  paper  has  been  collected  by  the  Council 
since  1940  and  it  is  still  economical  to  collect  it  by  this  method 
even  when  the  present  price  of  waste  paper,  loose  in  sacks, 
is  only  £2  per  ton. 

During  the  year  20  tons  12  cwts.  of  waste  paper  was 
disposed  of  to  the  Paper  Merchants,  the  value  being  £64  16.  Od. 

River  Pollution 

No  complaints  were  received  from  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Inspectors  regarding  river  pollution  during  the  year. 


Inspections 

During  thle  year  the  following  inspections  were  carried 
out: — 


Premises 

No.  on 
register 

Number 

inspected 

Total  number 
of  inspections 

Butchers’  premises 

5 

5 

78 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

17 

17 

17 

Bakehouses 

5 

5 

17 

Food  Shops  and  Cafes  ... 

37 

37 

82 
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Milk  (Special  Designation)  Raw  Milk  Regulations  1949 

Two  dealers  hold  licences  to  retail  milk  under  the  above 
Regulations  in  the  district. 

Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  retailers  of  ice-cream  remain  at  17,  the 
same  as  last  year.  This  includes  one  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  was  amended  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  which  came  into  force  on  1st 
January  1956,  with  the  exception  of  certain  sections  which 
came  in  six  months  later. 

Considerable  work  has  been  undertaken  under  the  new 
Act  and  the  results  are  gratifying.  There  are  88  premises 
which  com.e  under  the  Act,  as  follows : — 


Licensed  Premises ...  ...  23 

General  Stores  21 

Sweet  Shops  8 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  5 

Slaughter  Houses 4 

Fish  and  Chips  Shop  ...  1 


Country  Clubs  1 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  14 

Works  Canteens 1 

Cafes  5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  5 


During  the  year,  82  inspections  were  made  to  these  various 
premises. 


Slaughterhouses 

Of  the  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  only 
one  is  regularly  used.  At  this  slaughterhouse  killings  usually 
take  place  three  days  a week.  Inspections  are  made  as  often 
as  possible  at  time  of  slaughter  and  should  the  Public  Health 
Officer  not  be  in  attendance,  he  is  notified  at  once  of  any 
animal  or  carcase  which  is  suspect.  One  slaughterman  is 
employed  at  the  slaughterhouse,  he  also  acts  as  roundsman. 
There  are  five  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  inspected  at 
time  of  slaughter: — 

Beasts  Sheep 

52  230 
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Pigs 

25 


The  following  foods  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: — 

301bs  of  frozen  lamb’s  liver. 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the 
refuse  tip.  Meat  is  burnt  there. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  (Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Actj  1949) 

As  in  previous  years,  one  full  time  operator  is  employed 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  area  is  systematically 
inspected  for  rat  infestation  and  treatment  is  given  where 
necessary.  A number  of  people  carry  out  their  own  treatments, 
Warfarine  being  generally  used  and  help  and  advice  is  freely 
given.  Frequent  visits  are  made  to  see  that  their  efforts 
meet  with  the  required  result.  It  has  been  noticed  during  the 
year  that  rats  are  not  so  numerous  in  farm  buildings  but  appear 
to  have  moved  into  undergrowth  and  fields,  this  occurs 
mainly  during  the  summer  months  and  as  long  as  they  can 
find  sufficient  food  in  the  open.  Numerous  complaints  were 
received  from  farms  and  private  premises  regarding  mice. 
These  are  mainly  of  the  field  variety  and  the  reason  for  this 
increase  is  not  known. 

The  following  inspections  and  treatments  were  carried  out 
during  the  year : — 


Type  of  premises 

Inspections 

Treatments 

Private  premises  

1,489 

23 

Business  premises  

244 

25 

Farms ...  ...  ... 

1,053 

31 

Refuse  tips  (6)  

Council  properties  (Camp  sites, 

329 

46 

Sewage  works,  etc.)  

49 

14 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928  and  amending  Acts 

Six  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  76  licences  in  all.  Each  new  installation  is  inspected 
and  tested  before  a licence  is  issued  and  where  electrical  equip- 
ment is  involved,  the  Fire  Officer  for  the  area  is  informed. 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.) 


PREMISES 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

53 

53 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Prose- 

Particulars 

Found  Reme-  Inspec- 
died  tor 

Inspec- 

tor 

cution 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 1 — 

1 

— 

Out-work  (Section  110  and  111) — nil. 

One  new  factory  was  added  to  the  Register  during  the 
year,  this  is  an  experimental  establishment  and  a certificate 
was  given  under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act  1937.  There 
are  no  other  factories  in  the  area  to  which  Section  34  applies. 


Housing 

No  general  survey  of  the  district  was  made  during  the  year. 
Since  the  comprehensive  survey  on  1946,  some  200  cottages 
have  been  brought  up  to  first  class  condition  and  a survey  of 
the  remaining  properties  in  the  low  categories  is  still  being 
carried  out.  It  is  hoped  to  deal  with  most  individual  sub- 
standard properties  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 
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1949.  No  areas  exist  which  will  necessitate  making  clearance 
orders. 


Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
Section  20 

Steady  work  continues  to  be  done  under  this  Act  and  during 
the  year,  48  applications  were  received  for  grants  involving 
62  properties,  of  which  5 were  for  conversions  and  57  for 
improvements.  Of  the  48  applications  for  grants,  one  was 
refused  and  two  were  withdrawn.  Dwellings  completed 
during  the  year  under  this  Act  were  69.  The  total  number  of 
applications  received  since  1949  is  245. 

H ©using  Generally 

During  the  year  13  complaints  were  received.  These  were 
investigated  and  measures  taken  to  remedy  the  defects. 


Council  Houses 


50  Council  houses 

were 

completed  during  the 

year  as 

follows: — 

Ched  worth 

15 

Eastleach  

11 

Bibury 

10 

Northleach 

14 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  occupied  at  the  end  of  the 

year  was  260,  made  up 

as  follows: — 

Andoversford  

30 

Sherborne  ... 

12 

Aldsworth  ... 

8 

Sevenhampton 

6 

Bibury 

28 

SoLithrop  ... 

4 

Chedworth 

31 

Turkdean  ... 

6 

Compton  Abdale 

4 

Whittington 

4 

Northleach ... 

86 

Eastleach  

11 

Notgrove  ... 

6 

Withington... 

24 

Camp  Sites 

There  were  originally  6 camp  sites  under  the  care  of  the 
Local  Authority  and  these  have  now  been  reduced  to  two  in 
number,  namely  Whittington  Court  Camp  and  Stowell  Park 
Camp.  The  camps  at  Windrush  and  Bibury  were  closed  down 
during  the  year.  Courts  Field,  which  consisted  of  6 good 
hutments,  was  purchased  by  the  Council.  Most  of  the  occu- 
pants of  the  camps  now  closed  were  re-housed  in  Council 
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houses  and  the  number  in  the  two  remaining  camps  are 
being  gradually  reduced  with  a view  to  closing  them  as  soon 
as  possible. 

During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  several  old  pro- 
perties in  various  villages  for  conversion  and  modernisation, 
three  cottages  at  Withington  are  being  converted  into  two 
and  plans  are  in  hand  for  the  remaining  cottages,  5 of  which 
are  at  Hampen,  3 at  Compton  Abdale  and  4 at  Northleach. 
Some  of  these  will  be  suitable  for  old  people. 


Private  Enterprise  Building 

During  the  year  13  houses  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise  building  in  the  following  parishes: — 

Aldsworth  1,  Ablington  1,  Chedworth  1,  Coin  St.  Dennis  1, 
Coin  St.  Aldwyn  1,  Southrop  3,  Shipton  3,  Sevenhampton  1, 
Withington  1. 


Building  Byelaws 

132  plans  were  submitted  for  consideration  during  the 
year  as  follows: — 


Private  dwellings 7 

Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Private  garages  10 

Additions 14 

Alterations 34 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  26 

Agricultural  buildings  ...  ...  7 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Quarries  1 

Single  caravans  7 
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Tetbury  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  J.  Gibbons,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Building  Surveyor. 

Mr.  D.  F.  Roseblade,  General  Assistant. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  31,799 

Population  (1951  census)  6,605 

Population  (Registrar  General  1956)  ...  ...  6,890 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census)  ...  1,816 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956)  ...  2,032 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £62,685 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £249 


RAINFALL 

The  rainfall  for  1956  was  28.5  inches  as  compared  with 
26.0  inches  for  1955  thus  giving  an  increase  of  2.5  inches.  The 
average  rainfall  for  the  area  in  the  years  1881 — 1915  was 
32  inches. 

The  figure  can  be  taken  as  representative  of  the  country 
within  a radius  of  5 miles  from  Tetbury. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

43 

50 

93 

Legitimate 

39 

46 

85 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

8 

Birth  Rate  per 

1 ,000  of  the  population 

13.49 

Comparable  birth  rate  {comparability  faetor  1.11) 

14.97 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  {England  Sc  Wales)  15.6 

Still  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population 

0.14 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

10.63 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  {England  and  Wales) 

23.0 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

30 

43 

73 

Death  rate  per 

1 ,000  of  the  population 

10.59 

Comparable  death  rate  {eomparability  faetor  0.73) 

7.73 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population  {England  and  Wales) 

11.7 


No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:  Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

M.  F.  Total 

Total  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

M.  F.  Total 

Total  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  10.7 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  {England 

Sc  Wales)  23.8 

Average  age  of  death  due  to  Natural  Causes  76.72  years 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1956 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

--  - 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

— 

1 

1 

plasms 

2 

4 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

3 

13 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

7 

3 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

5 

8 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  

2 

4 

6 

Bronchitis  

1 

— - 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

2 

4 

6 

All  other  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

TOTALS  ... 

30 

43 

73 

t 


DEATHS 

IN  AGE 

GROUPS 

Male  Female 

Total 

Under  1 year 

1 



1 

1 — 4 years 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

5?  • • • 

— 



' 

15—24 

55  • ♦ • 

— 



— 

25—34 

— 

— 

— 

35  44 

? J • • • 

2 



2 

45—54 

... 

— 

1 

1 

55—64 

yy  ... 

4 

3 

7 

65—74 

yy  * * * 

10 

9 

19 

75—84 

yy  ... 

11 

14 

25 

85—94 

2 

15 

17 

95—104 

yy  • • . 

... 

... 

— 

1 * 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

30 

43 

73 

From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  84  % survived  to  over 
65  years  of  age  and  58%  survived  to  over  75  years  of  age. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

Total 

notifications 

Admitted  to 
hospital 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

Whooping  cough 

» • • • 

2 

— 

Measles 

. 

7 

— 

Pneumonia 

. 

5 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

— 

Food  poisoning... 

. 

1 

— 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  a female  who  was 
taken  ill  when  travelling  home  from  another  area.  Investi- 
gation failed  to  reveal  either  the  cause  or  source  of  infection. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  new  cases 
Respiratory 


M.  F.  Total 

3—3 
Deaths 

Respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

2—2 


Non  respiratory 
M.  F.  Total 


Non  respirator> 

M.  F.  Total 


In  addition  to  the  new  cases  there  were  three  transfers  from 
other  areas. 

No.  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  the  year: — 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

23  8 31  3 3 6 


No  tuberculosis  patients  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria  during  1956  was 
as  follows: — 

Under  1 yr.  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs  Total 
63  (47)  21  (15)  19  (17)  17  (5)  120  (84) 
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The  numbers  in  brackets  (included  in  total)  indicate  the 
number  of  children  who  had  combined  protection  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

Also  during  the  year  89  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  number  who  were  vaccinated  during  1956  was  as 
follows: — 

Under  15  yrs. 

1 yr,  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs.  & over  Total 
Vaccinated  ...  33  6 5 1 4 49 

Revaccinated  ...  — — — 1 5 6 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under 
this  Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water  Supplies 

Tetbury,  Beverstone  and  Tetbury  Upton. 

These  parishes  are  supplied  from  the  waterworks  in 
Tetbury  although  Tetbury  Upton  is  in  the  statutory  area  of 
the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company.  A new  Harland 
submersible  pump  was  installed  in  No.  1 Borehole  during 
the  year  with  a capacity  of  12,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  pump 
is  controlled  by  automatic  switch  gear  and  has  proved  very 
satisfactory.  A spare  motor  was  also  obtained  for  use  in  case 
of  breakdown.  The  Council  is  awaiting  the  report  of  their 
Consulting  Engineers  on  the  replacement  of  the  pumping 
equipment  in  No.  2 Borehole. 

A satisfactory  supply  of  water  was  obtained  from  these 
works  during  the  year  and  the  13  samples  taken  from  the 
boreholes  were  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 
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Some  36  million  gallons  were  pumped  from  No.  1 Borehole 
to  the  60,000  gallon  tower  at  the  waterworks  which  supplies 
the  parish  of  Tetbury  together  with  the  Twelve  Acres  and 
Doughton  areas  of  Tetbury  Upton.  The  6 million  gallons 
pumped  from  No.  2 Borehole  were  boosted  to  the  Babdown 
reservoir  supplying  Beverstone  Village,  Calcot  in  the  Parish 
of  Kingscote  and  the  Charlton  Court  area  of  Tetbury  Upton. 

Of  the  42  million  gallons  pumped  from  these  works  some 
7 million  gallons  were  supplied  by  meter. 

The  average  daily  consumption  for  un-metered  supplies 
amounted  to  96,000  gallons  giving  an  average  daily  con- 
sumption of  29  gallons  per  head. 

All  the  15  samples  taken  from  the  mains  supply  were 
satisfactory.  During  the  year  33  new  connections  were  made 
to  the  Council’s  mains. 

Kingscote. 

This  parish  is  in  the  Council’s  statutory  area  of  supply. 
Following  a report  from  their  consulting  engineers  the  Council 
decided  not  to  take  over  the  privately  owned  supply  to  the 
village,  and  the  owners  have  since  laid  a piped  supply  of 
water  to  the  majority  of  the  houses  concerned.  The  water 
supply  position  in  this  parish  will  have  to  be  given  further 
consideration. 

Ashley  with  part  of  Cherington. 

This  parish  and  part  of  Cherington  are  also  in  the  statutory 
area  of  the  Council.  The  hamlet  of  Culkerton  is  at  present 
supplied  by  the  Rodmarton  Estate  which  has  so  far  proved 
satisfactory.  The  hamlet  of  Ashley  and  the  Trull  district  in 
the  Parish  of  Cherington  are  supplied  from  farm  supplies  and 
an  adequate  piped  supply  was  maintained  during  the  year. 

Ozleworth. 

Ozleworth  is  in  the  Council’s  statutory  area  of  supply 
but  relies  on  private  piped  supplies  and  wells. 

Avening  and  Cherington. 

Avening  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Cherington  are  in  the 
statutory  area  of  the  Stroud  Water  Board  and  a satisfactory 
supply  was  maintained  during  the  year. 
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One  new  connection  was  made  to  the  Board’s  mains  during 
the  year. 

Boxwell  with  Leighterton,  Didmarton,  Long  Newnton  and 
Ship  ton  Moyne. 

These  parishes  are  in  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water 
Company’s  area  of  supply  and  a piped  supply  is  provided  in 
all  the  parishes. 

The  Company’s  borehole  at  Long  Newnton  previously 
used  by  the  Council  for  Temporary  Housing  purposes  is  now 
used  to  provide  a supply  to  Church  Farm  and  Bouldridge 
Farm  in  the  parish.  The  plant  is  being  operated  by  the  Council 
on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  farms  concerned  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Water  Company.  The  Company  are  preparing 
a scheme  for  the  improvement  of  their  supply  generally  in  the 
parish. 

Some  9 new  connections  were  made  to  the  Company’s 
mains  in  these  parishes  during  the  year.  ? 

Westonbirt  with  Lasborough. 

This  parish  is  in  the  statutory  area  of  the  West  Gloucester- 
shire Water  Company.  Westonbirt  is  supplied  by  the  Wes- 
tonbirt School  undertaking  and  the  Lasborough  area  by 
small  private  supplies.  The  majority  of  houses  have  a piped 
supply  which  was  satisfactorily  maintained  during  the  year. 


A total  of  7 water  samples  were  taken  from  a spring 
supply  at  Lower  Hazelcote,  Kingscote  and  a well  supply  at 
Bulk  Farm,  Ozleworth.  The  results  were  unsatisfactory  and 
recommendations  have  been  made  to  the  owners  for  improving 
the  supplies. 

During  the  year  some  666  inspections  and  visits  were  made 
in  connection  with  water  supplies  in  the  area. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Tetbury. 

A scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  the  sewage  works  at 
Tetbury  which  includes  the  re-laying  of  a length  of  12inch 
sewer  from  Charlton  Road  to  Cutwell  was  approved  during 
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the  year.  An  inquiry  by  a Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Inspector  will  take  place  early  in  the  New  Year. 

The  River  Avon  Catchment  Board  took  further  samples 
of  the  sewage  effluent  and  brook  water  which  proved  un- 
satisfactory. 

Some  190  yds.  of  9in.  and  176  yds.  of  6in.  sewer  were  laid 
in  connection  with  new  development  during  the  year. 

39  new  connections  were  made  to  the  sewer  during  the 
year. 

Avening. 

The  sewage  works  at  Avening  has  worked  very  efficiently 
during  the  year  and  samples  of  the  effluent  have  proved  to  be 
of  a high  standard. 

One  length  of  sewer  was  found  to  have  been  laid  without 
the  necessary  fall  and  the  Council’s  consulting  engineers 
arranged  for  the  re-laying  of  the  whole  length. 

36  new  connections  were  made  to  the  sewer  during  the 
year. 

Cherington. 

The  new  sewer  for  the  village  of  Cherington  was  completed 
during  the  year.  The  scheme  formed  an  extension  of  the 
Avening  sewerage  system  and  the  existing  works  will  deal 
with  the  additional  sewage. 

No  connections  were  made  to  the  sewer  during  the  year. 
Didmarton. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  regarding  the  provision 
of  a drainage  system  for  this  parish.  The  old  existing  sewer 
through  the  village  is  very  defective  and  the  outfall  is  a ditch 
to  the  east  of  the  village. 

Other  Parishes. 

The  Council  has  no  drainage  system  in  any  of  the  other 
parishes  except  the  Council  House  sites  in  Shipton  Moyne, 
Didmarton  and  Leighterton. 

During  the  year  367  inspections  were  made  in  connection 
with  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 
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Public  Cleansing 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  13  parishes. 
The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  Refuse  is  only 
collected  when  put  out  by  the  householder  at  a point  where 
it  can  conveniently  be  loaded  on  to  the  vehicle. 

The  majority  of  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  Herd  Lane 
refuse  tip  in  Tetbury,  but  two  other  small  tips  are  used  at 
Cherington  and  Shipton  Moyne. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  8 tons  7 cwt.  of  paper 
were  sold  for  £66.  Although  the  collection  of  paper  was 
continued  during  the  year  the  merchants  were  unable  to 
take  any  salvage  owing  to  excessive  stocks  on  hand  at  the 
mills. 

Some  199  inspections  were  carried  out  in  connection  with 
public  cleansing. 

The  Council  continued  the  practice  of  sweeping  the  main 
streets  in  the  parish  of  Tetbury  on  Sundays. 

River  Pollution 

Once  again  the  only  case  reported  during  the  year  arose 
from  the  effluent  from  the  Tetbury  Sewage  Works.  As 
already  stated  the  Council  have  approved  a scheme  for 
modernising  the  works  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  river. 


Housing 

Re-inspection  of  a number  of  the  worst  dwellings  in 
Category  5 of  the  1946  Survey  has  been  carried  out  and  it 
will  be  unnecessary  to  make  any  clearance  orders. 

In  all  cases  where  individual  unfit  houses  are  concerned 
and  procedure  under  Section  11  would  be  necessary  the 
owners  have  been  given  details  of  the  defects  in  order  that 
they  may  give  the  matter  full  consideration  before  demolition 
procedure  is  commenced.  Three  of  the  dwellings  are  scheduled 
buildings  under  Section  30  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947  (buildings  of  special  architectural  or  historic 
interest). 

Some  215  inspections  were  carried  out  and  36  informal 
notices  were  served  during  the  year. 
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H ousing  Act,  1949,  Improvement  Grant 

During  the  year  13  applications  for  grant  were  approved 
in  respect  of  15  houses  and  3 flats.  The  average  grant  paid 
per  dwelling  was  £259.  19  certificates  of  completion  were 

issued. 

Council  Houses 

The  Council  now  has  339  Council  Houses  in  the  area 
including  24  new  traditional  houses  completed  during  the 
year  at  Tetbury  and  Leighterton. 

The  Council  decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  purchase 
of  land  at  Courtfield,  Tetbury,  but  to  utilise  land  already 
owned  by  them  at  Lowfield  Road  for  a further  20  new 
traditional  houses.  With  a view  to  keeping  rents  down  it 
was  also  decided  to  build  mostly  one  or  two  bedroom  houses 
and  to  encourage  older  couples  and  single  persons  to  move 
out  of  3 bedroom  houses  into  the  smaller  ones  thereby 
making  the  best  use  of  existing  houses. 

Some  650  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  Council  Houses. 

Of  the  13  families  housed  in  temporary  dwellings  at 
Babdown  5 were  rehoused  in  existing  Council  Houses  during 
the  year.  Two  of  the  remaining  8 families  will  be  rehoused 
as  soon  as  further  existing  suitable  houses  become  vacant 
and  the  other  6 families  will  have  to  wait  for  new  1 and 
4-bedroom  houses  to  be  erected. 

During  the  year  99  inspections  were  carried  out  in  con- 
nection with  the  maintenance  of  the  dwellings  and  the 
operation  of  water  and  drainage  services. 

N ew  Buildings 

Plans  submitted  for  approval  under  the  Council’s  building 
byelaws  amounted  to  84  during  the  year,  including  12  new 
dwellings,  2 conversions,  34  alterations  and  additions  and 
36  miscellaneous. 

Some  455  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  new  building 
works  during  the  year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year 
amounted  to  20  and  48  inspections  were  carried  out.  The 
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systematic  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers,  refuse  tips, 
etc.  was  carried  out.  No  major  infestations  were  reported 
during  the  year. 

Meat,  Milk  and  other  Foods 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  but  4 licences 
were  issued  to  slaughtermen  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district. 
The  72  food  premises  in  the  district  are  comprised  of  the 
following: — 

4 Bakers’  Shops 
3 Butchers’  Shops 

3 Cafes 

10  Confectionery  Shops 
1 Dairy 
1 Fishmonger 

I Fried  Fish  Shop 

4 Greengrocery  Shops 
23  Grocery  Shops 

22  Licensed  Premises 

Summary  of  Registrations  and  Licences 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 22 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods  ...  4 

Special  Designation  Tuberculin  Tested 

Raw  Milk  3 

Special  Designation  Tuberculin  Tested 

Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Tuberculin 

Tested  Pasteurised 2 

During  the  year  30  inspections  were  made  under  this 
heading.  2 premises  were  brought  up  to  the  required  standard 
as  the  result  of  informal  action. 

The  following  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: — 

150  lbs.  prunes 
106  tins  fruit 

II  tins  vegetables 
15  tins  fish 

9 tins  meat 
1 tin  soup 
1 tin  milk 
1 tin  mincemeat 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  under  supervision  at 
one  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

36  Licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage 
of  petroleum  spirit.  3 new  applications  were  received.  Of 
the  36  premises  licenced  10  were  filling  stations  and  26  were 
farms. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Premises 

No.  on 
register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority 

20 

25 

3 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (excluding) 
out- workers  premises) 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL  ... 

25 

30 

3 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:  3. 

Certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  issued:  2. 
Number  of  outworkers : Nil. 


Inspections  and  Visits  carried  out  during  the  year 


House  refuse  and  salvage  collection  199 

Public  Health  inspections  203 

Sewerage  and  drainage 367 

Council  House  repair  and  maintenance  650 

Temporary  housing  99 

Building  455 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  666 

Housing  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  215 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  30 

Factories  and  Workshops  30 

Pests  48 

Miscellaneous  99 

Petroleum  Acts  20 
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